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Committee on Planning & Development 
AGENDA 

September 23, 2025 
6:00 P.M. 

Courthouse – Room 1277 
721 Oxford Ave, Eau Claire, WI 

Join by Phone:  Join by Meeting Number: 
Dial in Number: 1-415-655-0001                Meeting Number: 2530 356 6850 
Access Code: 25303566850## Meeting Password: Q4MmZPtUE32 

Join from Meeting Link: 

https://eauclairecounty.webex.com/eauclairecounty/j.php?MTID=m8679737ce680b814ded3b538fd0bc249 

1. Call to Order and confirmation of meeting notice

2. Roll Call

3. Public Comment

4. Review/Approval of August 26, 2025 Meeting Minutes / Discussion – Action Pages 3-5

5. Public Hearings for Discussion – Action

a. Proposed Ordinance: File No. 25-26/055 to rezone 13.21 acres +/- from the A-P Agricultural-
Preservation District to the A-2 Agriculture-Residential District: Owner: Jeffrey Welke. Applicant: Real 
Land Surveying-Jeremy Skaw. Legal: Located in the SE-SW, Section 34, T27N, R8W, Town of 
Washington, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin. Site Address: Located Northwest of the intersection on 
Voight Road & Dewitz Road. RZN-0012-25  Pages 6-24

b. Proposed Ordinance: File No. 25-26/058 to rezone 47.2 acres +/- from the A-3 Agricultural District to 
the A-2 Agriculture-Residential District. Legal: Lot 1 and Lot 2, CSM 3129, Vol 17, P 317, #1122789, in 
the NE-SW and SE-SW, Section 33, T25N, R10W, Town of Drammen, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin. 
Site Address: S15860 County Rd BB, Mondovi, WI 54255. RZN-0013-25  Pages 25-39

c. A conditional use permit request for a cottage industry to operate a pottery shop. Owner: Matthew Hazen. 
Legal: The NE-SE, Section 17, T25N, R9W, Town of Pleasant Valley, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin. 
Site Address: S12735 County Rd F, Eleva, WI, 54738. CUP-0008-25  Pages 40-67

d. A conditional use permit request for a two-family dwelling. Owner: 3B Holdings, LLC. Applicant: Seth 
Miller. Legal: Lot 3, Block 7, Pitt’s Third Addition, located in the NW-SW, Section 27, T27N, R9W, 
Town of Washington, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin. Site address: 2821 Beverly Hills Drive, Eau Claire, 
WI 54701. CUP-0009-25  Pages 68-79

6. Recycling Program Updates – Discussion  Pages 80-85

7. Review of August bills – Discussion  Page 86

8. Proposed Future Agenda Items
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Prepared by: Heidi Pederson 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities through sign language, interpreters, remote access, or other auxiliary 
aids.  Contact the clerk of the committee or Administration for assistance (715-839-5106). For additional information on ADA requests, contact the County ADA Coordinator at 839-7335, 
 (FAX) 839-1669 or 839-4735, TTY: use Relay (711) or by writing to the ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, Eau Claire County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Avenue, Eau Claire, WI 54703. 

a. Next scheduled meeting October 14, 2025 

9. Director’s Update 

10. Announcements 

11. Adjourn 
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MINUTES 
Eau Claire County 

• PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE • 

Date: Tuesday, August 26, 2025 
Time: 6:00 p.m. 

Location: Eau Claire County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Ave, Room 1277, Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54703 
 

Members Present: Dane Zook, Robin Leary, James Dunning, Michele Skinner, Caleb Aichele (remote) 
Members Absent:  
Ex officio Present:   
Staff Present: Rodney Eslinger, Tyler Esh, Matt Michels 
 
Call to Order and confirmation of meeting notice 
Chair Zook called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and confirmed the meeting notice with Director Eslinger. 
 
Roll Call:  
Director Eslinger called the roll.  The members that were present are noted above. 
 
Public Comment:  
None 
 
Review/Approval of August 12, 2025, Meeting Minutes 
Motion by Michele Skinner to approve the August 12, 2025, as presented, committee meeting minutes as 
submitted.  Motion carried on a voice vote: 5-0-0. 
 
Public Hearings 
 
Proposed Ordinance: File No. 25-26/040 to rezone 3.44 acres +/- from the C-3 Commercial Highway/A-2 
Agriculture-Residential District to the PUD Planned Unit Development District. RZN-0008-25 
 
Mr. Michels, Senior Planner for Eau Claire County, presented background information regarding the applicant’s 
petition to rezone 3.44 acres from the C-3 Commercial Highway District/Agriculture Residential District to the 
PUD-Planned Unit Development District for the purpose of allowing two businesses from a single existing 
building. Mr. Michels reviewed the application materials submitted with the rezoning petition.  Mr. Michels 
indicated that the Town of Washington Town Board met on August 21st and voted to recommend approval of 
the applicant’s rezoning petition.     
 
Joe Brunner, Manager of Window World, spoke in favor of the request.  He indicated that the second business 
onsite will serve as a lavender business.   He clarified for the committee that the second accessory building will 
only be used to store windows and supplies associated with the window business.   
 
No one else spoke in favor or in opposition. 
 
Motion by Robin Leary to approve the Proposed Ordinance: File No. 25-26/040 subject to staff’s findings.  Motion 
carried on a roll call vote: --. 
 
Findings:  
1. The proposed use and approximate density or intensity of use is consistent with the county and town 
comprehensive plans.  
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2. The proposed development is compatible with the physical nature of the site, with particular concern for 
protection of surface water and groundwater resources.  
3. There is adequate service and infrastructure capacity to support the development, including roads, water, and 
wastewater. 
4. The proposed zoning will result in development that is aesthetically and ecologically desirable, economically 
viable, and functionally practical  
 
Proposed Ordinance: File No. 25-26/044 to rezone 5.00 acres +/- from the A-1 Exclusive Agricultural District to 
the A-2 Agriculture-Residential District. RZN-0010-25 
 
Matt Michels presented the staff report to the committee.  The applicant is requesting to rezone 5.00 acres of 
property from the A-1, Exclusive Agricultural District to the A-2, Agriculture-Residential District to add to existing 
A-2 lot to the north for sale to a new owner.  Matt reviewed an aerial map, site plan, the current zoning and 
planning designations, and adjacent land uses.   
 
Matt reviewed staff findings with the committee and gave his recommendation to approve the rezoning.  The 
town board met on August 21, 2025 and recommended approval of the request.   
 
Doug Bergman, property owner, spoke in favor of the request and said the house and property is too much to 
maintain, so he and his wife would like to sell the properties.  
 
No one else spoke in favor or against the request.    
 
Motion by James Dunning to approve the Proposed Ordinance: File No. 25-26/044 subject to staff’s findings.  
Motion carried on a roll call vote: 5-0-0. 
 
Findings:  
1.   The request is substantially consistent with the intent, description, and policies of the Eau Claire County and 
Town of Washington Rural Transition Future Land Use classifications. 
2. No additional development is proposed with this rezoning. 
3. The rezoning will not impact farmland. 
4. There are numerous A-2 lots adjacent to and in proximity to the subject property. 
 
Proposed Resolution File No. 25-26/056 A resolution Approving a Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan for Eau Claire 
County 
 
Tyler Esh, Emergency Manager for Eau Claire County presented the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan to the 
committee. Tyler noted that county partnered with Chris Straight of regional planning to update the plan.  He 
indicated the county approved of its first All Hazards Mitigation plan in the early 2000’s and Eau Claire County 
was one of the first counties in the state to do so. Supervisor Leary commented on the plan and thanked Tyler 
and his team for their work.  She felt the plan was well done.   
 
Motion by Michele Skinner to approve the Proposed Resolution: File No. 25-26/056. Motion carried on a roll call 
vote: 5-0-0. 
 
Planning and Development Midyear Report 
Director Eslinger reviewed the midyear program and fiscal reports with the committee.   

Review of the July Bills 
The committee reviewed the July bills.   
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Proposed Future Agenda Items  
Eslinger noted there were no public hearings for the September 9th meeting and he was considering cancelling 
the meeting due to lack of actionable items.    
 
Director’s Update 
Eslinger noted that Corporation Counsel’s office was working on a report for the County Board on two complaints 
it received.   
 
Announcements  
Eslinger noted that he would decide on whether to cancel the September 9th P&D Committee by Friday, August 
29th. 
 
Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 7:09 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  

 
 
 

Rodney Eslinger 
Clerk, Committee on Planning & Development 
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Enrolled No.    ORDINANCE         File No. 25-26/055 1 
 2 
-AMENDING THE 2023 OFFICIAL ZONING DISTRICT BOUNDARY MAP FOR THE TOWN OF 3 
WASHINGTON - 4 
 5 
The County Board of Supervisors of the County of Eau Claire does ordain as follows: 6 
 7 
SECTION 1. That the 2023 Official Zoning District Boundary Map for the Town of Washington,  8 
described as follows:  9 
 10 
                         A parcel of land located in the Southeast ¼ of the Southwest ¼, Section 34, Township 27 11 

North, Range 8 West, Town of Washington, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin being 12 
more particularly described as follows: 13 

 14 
 Commencing at the South ¼ Corner of Section 34;  15 
 Thence N00°07’57”W, along the North-South ¼ line of Section 34, a distance of 16 

876.20 feet to the point of beginning; 17 
 Thence S89°46’33”W, a distance of 1324.75 feet; 18 
 Thence N00°34’24”W, a distance of 467.18 feet; 19 
 Thence S89°38’57”E. a distance of 1328.39 feet; 20 
 Thence S00°07’57”E, a distance of 200.47 feet;  21 

Thence S88°47’36”W, a distance of 231.22 feet; 22 
 Thence S06°06’36”E, a distance of 159.05 feet; 23 
 Thence N88°34’29”E, a distance of 214.67 feet; 24 
 Thence S00°07’57E”, a distance of 95.70 feet to the point of beginning. 25 
 26 
                         Said described parcel of land containing 13.21 acres +/-, of land and is subject to the 27 

easements and restrictions of record to be reclassified from the A-P Agricultural 28 
Preservation District to the A-2 Agriculture-Residential District.  29 
 30 

SECTION 2. Where a certified survey map is required and may alter the above described property 31 
description, the official zoning district map for the town shall be automatically amended to reflect the 32 
property description of the certified survey map.  33 

  34 
ENACTED: 35 
Committee on Planning & Development 36 

AYE NAY ABSTAIN ABSENT 37 

Caleb Aichele   □   □    □                   □  38 

Jim Dunning   □   □    □                   □  39 

Robin Leary   □   □    □                   □  40 

Michele Skinner   □   □    □                   □  41 

Dane Zook   □   □    □                   □  42 
      43 

Page 6



Dated this 23 day of September, 2025. 1 
ATTEST: 2 
  3 
______________________________________ 4 
Rodney Eslinger – Committee Clerk 5 
Ordinance 25-26/055 6 
  7 
 8 
______________________________________           ______________________________________                9 
Approved as to form (Corporation Counsel’s Office Approved as to form (Finance Department) 10 
 11 
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Sharon McIlquham
Approved

Jason.Szymanski
Approved
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Eau Claire County, WI

Welke Rezoning Created by: MM
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Eau Claire County, WI

Welke Rezoning Created by: MM
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Soil Map—Eau Claire County, Wisconsin
(Welke Soil Map)

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

9/11/2025
Page 1 of 3
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MAP LEGEND MAP INFORMATION

Area of Interest (AOI)
Area of Interest (AOI)

Soils
Soil Map Unit Polygons

Soil Map Unit Lines

Soil Map Unit Points

Special Point Features
Blowout

Borrow Pit

Clay Spot

Closed Depression

Gravel Pit

Gravelly Spot

Landfill

Lava Flow

Marsh or swamp

Mine or Quarry

Miscellaneous Water

Perennial Water

Rock Outcrop

Saline Spot

Sandy Spot

Severely Eroded Spot

Sinkhole

Slide or Slip

Sodic Spot

Spoil Area

Stony Spot

Very Stony Spot

Wet Spot

Other

Special Line Features

Water Features
Streams and Canals

Transportation
Rails

Interstate Highways

US Routes

Major Roads

Local Roads

Background
Aerial Photography

The soil surveys that comprise your AOI were mapped at 
1:12,000.

Warning: Soil Map may not be valid at this scale.

Enlargement of maps beyond the scale of mapping can cause 
misunderstanding of the detail of mapping and accuracy of soil 
line placement. The maps do not show the small areas of 
contrasting soils that could have been shown at a more detailed 
scale.

Please rely on the bar scale on each map sheet for map 
measurements.

Source of Map: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Web Soil Survey URL: 
Coordinate System: Web Mercator (EPSG:3857)

Maps from the Web Soil Survey are based on the Web Mercator 
projection, which preserves direction and shape but distorts 
distance and area. A projection that preserves area, such as the 
Albers equal-area conic projection, should be used if more 
accurate calculations of distance or area are required.

This product is generated from the USDA-NRCS certified data as 
of the version date(s) listed below.

Soil Survey Area: Eau Claire County, Wisconsin
Survey Area Data: Version 23, Sep 3, 2024

Soil map units are labeled (as space allows) for map scales 
1:50,000 or larger.

Date(s) aerial images were photographed: Jul 21, 2022—Sep 
13, 2022

The orthophoto or other base map on which the soil lines were 
compiled and digitized probably differs from the background 
imagery displayed on these maps. As a result, some minor 
shifting of map unit boundaries may be evident.

Soil Map—Eau Claire County, Wisconsin
(Welke Soil Map)

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

9/11/2025
Page 2 of 3
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

118D2 Seaton silt loam, driftless 
valley, 12 to 20 percent 
slopes, moderately eroded

4.5 31.6%

213B2 Hixton silt loam, 2 to 6 percent 
slopes, moderately eroded

0.3 1.8%

224B Elevasil sandy loam, 2 to 6 
percent slopes

2.3 15.9%

BoE Boone-Plainbo complex, 12 to 
45 percent slopes

2.2 15.6%

HkB Hiles and Kert soils, 2 to 6 
percent slopes

2.2 15.3%

NtB Northfield silt loam, 2 to 6 
percent slopes

0.3 1.9%

NtD2 Northfield silt loam, 12 to 20 
percent slopes, eroded

0.6 4.0%

NtE2 Northfield silt loam, 20 to 30 
percent slopes, eroded

2.0 13.9%

Totals for Area of Interest 14.2 100.0%

Soil Map—Eau Claire County, Wisconsin Welke Soil Map

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

9/11/2025
Page 3 of 3
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FirstName LastName Address City State Zip
MICHAEL GILLELAND 10101 VOIGHT RD FALL CREEK WI 54742-9387
JAMES BERGH PO BOX 2105 EAU CLAIRE WI 54702-2105
THOMAS J & LORI L BATES 4350 DEWITZ RD FALL CREEK WI 54742-9384
KAI BROWN 3910 VOIGHT RD FALL CREEK WI 54742-9386
GREGORY L MAYER 3976 VOIGHT RD FALL CREEK WI 54742-9386
TANNER KURTH 4060 VOIGHT RD FALL CREEK WI 54742-9387
JENIFER WELKE 4119 MARKGRAFF RD FALL CREEK WI 54742-6341
NICHOLAS CHRISTENSEN 4033 DEWITZ RD FALL CREEK WI 54742-9384
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Enrolled No.    ORDINANCE         File No. 25-26/058 1 
 2 
-AMENDING THE 2023 OFFICIAL ZONING DISTRICT BOUNDARY MAP FOR THE TOWN OF 3 
DRAMMEN - 4 
 5 
The County Board of Supervisors of the County of Eau Claire does ordain as follows: 6 
 7 
SECTION 1. That the 2023 Official Zoning District Boundary Map for the Town of Drammen,  8 
described as follows:  9 
 10 
                         A parcel of land located in the Northeast ¼ of the Southwest ¼ and the Southeast ¼ of the 11 

Southwest ¼, Section 33, Township 25 North, Range 10 West, Town of Drammen, 12 
Eau Claire County, Wisconsin. Being more particularly described as follows: 13 

 14 
 All of Lot 1 and Lot 2 CSM Volume 17, Page 317, document #1122789. 15 
 16 
                         Said described parcel of land containing 47.2 acres +/-, of land and is subject to the 17 

easements and restrictions of record to be reclassified from the A-3 Agricultural  18 
District to the A-2 Agriculture-Residential District.  19 
 20 

SECTION 2. Where a certified survey map is required and may alter the above described property 21 
description, the official zoning district map for the town shall be automatically amended to reflect the 22 
property description of the certified survey map.  23 

  24 
ENACTED: 25 
Committee on Planning & Development 26 

AYE NAY ABSTAIN ABSENT 27 

Caleb Aichele   □   □    □                   □  28 

Jim Dunning   □   □    □                   □  29 

Robin Leary   □   □    □                   □  30 

Michele Skinner   □   □    □                   □  31 

Dane Zook   □   □    □                   □  32 
      33 
Dated this 23 day of September, 2025. 34 
ATTEST: 35 
  36 
______________________________________ 37 
Rodney Eslinger – Committee Clerk 38 
Ordinance 25-26/058 39 
  40 
 41 
______________________________________           ______________________________________                42 
Approved as to form (Corporation Counsel’s Office Approved as to form (Finance Department) 43 

 44 
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Approved

Jason.Szymanski
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EAU CLAIRE COUNTY PLANNING STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

 

 

REZONE NUMBER:   RZN-0013-25  COMPUTER NUMBERS:   008108206020 
           008108202030 
             
PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  September 23, 2025 

 
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Matt Michels, Senior Planner 
         
OWNER/AGENT:  Darin Stanton, S15133 County Rd BB 
 
REQUEST: Rezone 47.2 acres +/- from A-3 Agricultural District to the A-2 Agriculture-

Residential District to allow applicant to sell the existing residence and 
retain as much farmland as possible. 

 
LOCATION:   S15860 County Rd BB 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 1 and Lot 2, CSM 3129, Vol 17, P 317, #1122789, in the NE-SW and 

SE-SW, Section 33, Township 25 North, Range 10 West, Town of 
Drammen, Eau Claire County, WI 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval based on the findings on Page 4 of this report.  
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
SITE CHARACTERISTICS: 
• There is an existing single-family residence and outbuilding on the property 
• The property is roughly equally split between woodland and agricultural uses 
• The majority of the property contains steep slopes greater than 20%, with several areas of slopes 

greater than 30%  
• There are no mapped wetlands or floodplains on the property 

 
EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT: 
A-3 Agricultural District. This district is established to protect the agricultural base of the county; 
preserve the county’s natural resources and open space; provide an area for limited residential and 
hobby farm development in a rural atmosphere; and minimize urban sprawl and its associated public 
costs. 
 
REQUESTED ZONING DISTRICT:  
A-2 Agriculture-Residential District. This district is established to “provide an area for limited residential 
and hobby farm development in a rural atmosphere.” 
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EAU CLAIRE COUNTY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS, RZN-0013-25 
 

Page 2 of 4 
 

ZONING/LAND USE CONTEXT: 
  

LOCATION ZONING LAND USE  

Subject A-3 Woodlands; Ag fields; Single-family residence & outbuilding 
North A-P Ag fields; Woodlands 
East A-1 Woodlands; Ag Fields 
South A-P Woodlands 
West A-2 Woodlands 

 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS:  
The Eau Claire County Future Land Use Map includes the property in the Rural Lands (RL) planning 
area and the Town of Drammen Future Land Use Map includes the property in the Rural Preservation 
(RP) planning area. Portions of the property are subject to the Natural Resource Protection (NRP) 
overlay classification due to steep slope. Following are descriptions of the intent of the applicable 
County and Town comprehensive plan future land use categories and applicable policies. 

 
Eau Claire County: 
 

• Rural Lands Intent and Description: The primary intent of these areas is to preserve productive 
agricultural lands, protect existing farm & forestry operations from encroachment by incompatible 
uses, promote further investments in farming, maintain farmer eligibility for incentive programs, 
and preserve wildlife habitat and open spaces. In other words, to preserve the rural character of 
these areas. 

 
• Applicable Policies:  

1. Farming and other agriculture uses, agricultural‐related businesses, cottage industries, 
forestry, mineral extraction, open space, and utilities shall be established as the primary land 
uses within these areas. Other uses may be permitted if found to be compatible with these 
uses and existing uses adjacent to the property.    

2. The preferred housing density is one (1) unit per 20 or more acres; however, local 
comprehensive plans may be more or less restrictive than this guideline and generally range 
from one (1) unit per five (5) acres to one (1) unit per 35 acres.       

3. For those Towns under County Zoning, the following Eau Claire County Zoning Districts will 
be considered for approval within RP areas: A‐1 Exclusive Agricultural District, A‐2 
Agricultural‐Residential District, A‐3 Agricultural District, A‐R Floating Agricultural‐Residential 

District, F‐2 Forestry District, F‐1 Forestry District, and the proposed AC‐R District noted 
below. The following additional policies shall apply to rezoning petitions:   

a. Rezoning land to the A‐R Floating Agricultural‐Residential District or the proposed 
AC‐R Agricultural Compatible Residential District is preferred over additional non‐farm 

A‐2 or A‐3 parcels, unless rezoning land to either of these districts will not interfere 
with, will not disrupt, or will not be incompatible with farming or agricultural use, and 
will not take land suitable for cultivation or other agricultural use out of production.   

 
Town of Drammen: 
 

• Rural Preservation Comprehensive Plan Intent and Description: The primary intent of these 
areas is to preserve productive agricultural lands in the long‐term, protect existing farm & forestry 
operations from encroachment by incompatible uses, promote further investments in farming, 
maintain farmer eligibility for incentive programs, and to preserve wildlife habitat and open 
spaces.  In other words, to preserve the rural character of these areas. However, the term rural 
preservation is not intended to imply that changes in land use will not occur in these areas. As 
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mapped, this designation includes farmland, scattered open lands, woodlots, agricultural‐related 
uses, cottage industries, mineral extraction operations, farmsteads, and limited low density 
single‐ family residential development. Future development in the RP area is expected to be 
consistent with the existing pattern of development, and the policies specified below for RP areas 
and other policies included in this Plan. Any new development shall be located in order to 
minimize the fragmentation of productive agricultural or forest land and to minimize any 
disruption to existing uses.   
 

• Applicable Policies: 
a. Non‐farm residential lots shall be a minimum of two (2) acres per unit, with the number of lots 

allowed being based upon a gross density of one (1) residential dwelling unit per five (5) 
acres held in single ownership. The balance of the land not included in the residential lots 
shall be placed in a permanent conservation easement for agriculture, forestry, and open 
space use. 

b. Any new non‐farm residential lot shall have a “Right to Farm” disclosure attached to it 

acknowledging that the potential non‐farm owner has been informed that his lot has been 
established in an area where farming is the preferred land use, and stating that the owner 
understands that he must abide by the State of Wisconsin “Right to Farm” statute (WI Stat. 
823.08). This language shall be recorded on the deed to the property, transferable to 
subsequent owners.     

c. Non‐farm residential development shall only occur on land that is marginal for agricultural 
productivity. At least 80% of any proposed new lot shall not contain Class I, II, or III soils.  In 
addition, it is the preference of the Town of Drammen that new non‐farm residential lots that 
are approved in accord with these policies be located adjacent to or near existing non‐farm 
development.    

 
The application has been found to be substantially consistent with the intent, description, and the 
applicable policies of the Eau Claire County Rural Lands land use category.    
 
FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN: 
Neither the existing A-3 or A-2 Zoning Districts are certified farmland preservation districts and are not 
qualified for Farmland Preservation tax credits. 
 
ANALYSIS   
 
When rezoning land, a finding should be made that the purpose of the proposed zoning district and the 
uses that are allowed in that district are appropriate for the location; and that the rezoning will uphold the 
purpose of the zoning ordinance. A finding should also be made that the rezone is consistent with the 
County’s Comprehensive Plan.     
 
Town Board Action: The Drammen Town Board considered the rezoning petition on Monday, September 
8, 2024, and voted to recommend approval. 
 
The rezoning petition has been evaluated for consistency with the purpose of the A-2 District and the 
uses allowed in the district. The request is generally consistent with the purpose of the zoning code 
based on the following findings: 

• The proposed rezoning is substantially consistent with the intent and purpose of the Eau Claire 
County Future Land Use plan. 

• Existing uses in the area include woodlands, agricultural fields, and farm and non-farm single-
family residences. 

• Zoning is predominantly A-P in vicinity of the subject property, with scattered A-2 parcels.  
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CONCLUSION  
 
The rezone petition has been evaluated for consistency with the following: 

• Eau Claire County Comprehensive Plan future land use designation 
• Eau Claire County Comprehensive Plan goals, objectives, and policies 
• Eau Claire County Zoning Ordinance, including purpose of the zoning code and allowable uses 

in the A-2 District 
 

In addition, the following factors have also been considered: 
• Input of surrounding property owners. No correspondence in support or opposed to the proposed 

rezoning has been received, to date. A neighboring property owner called staff to inquire 
regarding the proposed rezoning, but did not state any objection to the rezoning. 

 
FINDINGS 
 
Findings in Favor: 

1. The request is generally consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies of the Eau Claire 
County Comprehensive Plan, as required by Section 19.01.020.B of the Eau Claire County 
Code; and Wisconsin Statutes §66.1001(1)(am) and §66.1001(3)(j), including the intent, 
description, and policies of the Rural Lands Future Land Use classification in Section 3.3 of the 
Eau Claire County Comprehensive Plan and Map 9 (Future Land Use) of the Eau Claire County 
Comprehensive Plan. 

2. There are A-2 zoned parcels in proximity to the subject property. 
3. According to the applicant, the intent is to retain as much farmland as possible. 

 
Finding Against: 

1. The rezoning would potentially allow a non-farm residence in a primarily agricultural area. 
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FirstName LastName Address City State Zip
 SILVER VIXEN TRUST N 6904 513TH ST MENOMONIE WI 54751-5045
DAVID C & PATRICIA L HERMUNDSON IRREV TRUST 2249 HATCH ST EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-7519
GORDON E & JUDITH A OLER W 5415 WILLOW LN MONDOVI WI 54755-8157
THOMAS E & KATHLEEN A HERFEL S15570 COUNTY ROAD BB MONDOVI WI 54755-8148
VICKI DENK S15305 STATE ROAD 37 MONDOVI WI 54755-8593
ALAN D & CONNIE L WIK W 5560 WILLOW LN MONDOVI WI 54755-8101
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CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NUMBER: CUP-0008-25    
 
COMPUTER NUMBERS:      018-1043-05-000 
 
PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  September 23, 2025 

 
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Ben Bublitz, Land Use Manager 
     
OWNER:  Matthew Hazen 
 
AGENT: N/A  
 
REQUEST: A cottage industry to operate a pottery shop. 
 
LOCATION:   S12735 County Road F, Eleva, WI 54738 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NE-SE, Section 17, T25N, R9W, Town of Pleasant Valley, Eau Claire County, 

Wisconsin. 
 

SUMMARY 
 
The request is to operate a pottery business within an existing 768 square foot shed. The property is currently 
zoned A-P which allows cottage industries as a conditional use. The business will consist of creating ceramics for 
home use as well as a space to host painting classes. The application describes that the equipment used includes 
molds, slips, a kiln and non-toxic paints. The painting classes will paint preprepared pottery products known as 
bisques. Each class will consist of 8-10 participants. Off-street parking will be provided near the structure for 
customers and the two employees as shown in the application. Hours of operation are proposed to be Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 10:00AM to 5:00PM or by appointment.  
 
The Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) has been contacted, and DSPS indicated the structure 
is exempt from the commercial building code due to its size and proximity to the existing dwelling. Township Fire 
is also aware of the proposal and will inspect the structure as needed.   
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
REQUEST CHARACTERISTICS: 

• The pottery business structure is in a relatively secluded area with the nearest neighboring residence 
being approximately 340 feet away with natural vegetative screen between them.  

• This proposal appears to fit within the context of the existing development.  
 

CURRENT ZONING: The A-P Agricultural Preservation district is established to provide: 
 

A. Preserve and protect those areas best suited for agricultural, forestry, or open-space uses by 
minimizing fragmentation of contiguous agricultural or forest lands for the benefit and use of current and 
future generations;  
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B. Provide for a wide range of agricultural uses typically associated with the continued production of food 
and fiber while recognizing that such uses may involve noise, dust, odor, or operation of heavy 
equipment for long periods of time;  
C. Strengthen and diversify a predominately agricultural and forestry-based economy by providing for a 
range of economic opportunities for property owners which are generally compatible with and 
supportive of agriculture or forestry operations as either permitted or conditional uses;  
D. Comply with standards contained in Wis. Stat. ch. 91 to permit eligible landowners to receive tax 
credits under Wis. Stat. § 71.09, in conjunction with their agricultural operations;  
E. Preserve rural character and promote the efficient use of public infrastructure and utilities by 
minimizing the adverse effects of urban sprawl along with its associated expense;  
F. Promote environmental quality through the use of conservation practices designed to minimize 
erosion of productive soils and deter the delivery of sediment and nutrients to the waters of our state;  
G. Minimize land use conflicts which occur when agricultural and non-agricultural uses are intermixed or 
not adequately separated; and  
H. Provide for carefully regulated extraction of nonmetallic mineral resources through Eau Claire County’s 
permitting processes to ensure compatibility with adjacent land uses, minimize impacts to natural 
resources, and to restore lands to productive agricultural use consistent with locally approved 
reclamation plans. 

 
ADJACENT ZONING & LAND USES:  

 ZONING LAND USE 
North A-P Agriculture  
West A-2 Vacant/Forested  
South A-3 Residential 
East A-P Vacant/Forested 

 
LAND USE PLANS: The County and Town of Pleasant Valley Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Maps both 
include this property in the rural lands planning area. 
 
Rural Lands (RL)  
Intent and Description: The primary intent of these areas is to preserve productive agricultural lands, protect 
existing farm & forestry operations from encroachment by incompatible uses, promote further investments in 
farming, maintain farmer eligibility for incentive programs, and preserve wildlife habitat and open spaces. In 
other words, to preserve the rural character of these areas. 
 
APPLICABLE ZONING REGULATIONS 
 
Section 18.02 Purpose This section describes the purpose of the zoning code. Generally, the purpose of the 
zoning ordinance is as follows: to separate incompatible land uses from one another; to maintain public health 
and safety; to protect and conserve natural resources; to prevent overcrowding; to preserve property values; and 
to maintain the general welfare of the citizens. 
 
18.13.010 Purpose. The A-P Agriculture Preservation district purpose is outlined earlier in this staff report.   
 
Chapter 18.103 Conditional Uses.  Standards for approval of conditional uses: 1) the use must be in conformance 
with the purpose of the zoning district it is located in; 2) the use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of 
other property in the immediate vicinity; 3) adequate utilities, access, drainage and other necessary facilities have 
been or are provided; 4) adequate off-street parking is provided; 5) adequate measures have been taken to prevent 
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or control offensive odors, fumes, dust, noise and vibration so these will not constitute a nuisance, and lighting is 
controlled so that it does not result in disturbance to neighboring properties; 6) soil conditions are adequate to 
support the use; 7) access does not pose traffic congestion or hazards. 
 
ANALYSIS: The following is an analysis of the request based upon the standards for approval of conditional use 
permits: 
 
The request appears to meet the intent of section 18.13 and 18.33 which allows cottage industries as a 
conditional use in the A-P zoning district.  
 
Chapter 18.103 Conditional Uses. Standards for approval of conditional uses: 
 
1) The use must be in conformance with the purpose of the zoning district it is located in; cottage industries are 
allowed as a conditional use in the A-P zoning district.   
2) The use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity; the 
proposed use doesn’t appear to negatively impact neighboring property owners due to the large physical distance 
and ample natural vegetative screening.   
3) Adequate utilities, access, drainage and other necessary facilities have been or are provided; Adequate utilities 
and facilities will be provided. The applicant will be required to obtain sanitary permits if required by the Health 
Department should the CUP be approved.  
4) Adequate off-street parking is provided; Adequate parking will be provided and meet the parking requirements 
outlined in Title 18.   
5) Adequate measures have been taken to prevent or control offensive odors, fumes, dust, noise and vibration so 
these will not constitute a nuisance, and lighting is controlled so that it does not result in disturbance to 
neighboring properties; Natural buffers and being relatively secluded from other residences offer sufficient 
measures to mitigate negative impacts on neighbors.  
7) Access does not pose traffic congestion or hazards; the site has access to the frontage road along County Road 
F. 
 
TOWN BOARD ACTION: The Town of Pleasant Valley met September 8, 2025, and recommended approval of the 
request.   
 
STAFF CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION: Staff has concluded that the proposed conditional use permit 
for a cottage industry is consistent with the purpose of the zoning code, consistent with the standards for 
conditional use permits, adheres to applicable zoning regulations, and adheres to 2017 Wisconsin Act 67 and Wis. 
Stat. 59.69(5e).  
 
Staff recommends approval of the conditional use permit with the following conditions: 
 

1. The permit is granted for a cottage industry to operate a pottery business, the scaled site plan and the 
narrative shall be attached to and made part of the permit. Any updates/corrections to the plan shall be 
submitted to the department within 30 days of approval of the conditional use permit.  

2. Property shall comply with all applicable laws and regulations including, but not limited to, land use, 
building, erosion control, sanitary. Additional permits will be needed to verify compliance with these 
requirements.  

3. Hours of operation are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10:00AM to 5:00PM or by appointment. 
4. All outside lighting shall be shielded downward to reduce glare to adjacent properties and not to cause 

light pollution. Any new lighting will be required to be shielded to direct the light source downward. 
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5. Any signage related to the business requires a permit from the department and will need to follow Title 
18 requirements.  

6. Uses authorized under this conditional use permit shall be limited to the proposal in the application. 
However, future changes to the special event permit shall require approval from the Land Use Manager 
and may require approval by the committee at a public hearing. 

7. The applicant shall reach out to Township Fire within 30 days of permit issuance and comply with any 
additional fire suppression and emergency exit plan requirements.  

8. The owner shall allow staff from the Eau Claire County Department of Planning and Development to 
enter the property at reasonable times to inspect the premises for compliance with the conditions of this 
permit. 

9. The permit is subject to Section 18.155 of the Zoning Code. These provisions establish when a conditional 
use permit lapses, the conditions under which it can be revoked, and when a conditional use permit 
expires due to the abandonment of a use. 
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FirstName LastName Address City State Zip
RICHARD D & LUANNE M LONG S 12325 COUNTY ROAD F ELEVA WI 54738-9205
JASON J & CORINNE L HUTCHINS W2170 COUNTY ROAD WW ELEVA WI 54738-9238
AMY HAZEN S 12755 COUNTY ROAD F ELEVA WI 54738-9205
DANIEL MERTENS S12376 COUNTY ROAD F ELEVA WI 54738-9517
EDMOND C & KRISTI KAYE GORELL S 12399 COUNTY ROAD F ELEVA WI 54738-9205
RONALD L & JOANN K HAZEN E 101 COUNTY ROAD FF ELEVA WI 54738-9265
WILLIAM PABICH S 12999 COUNTY ROAD F ELEVA WI 54738-9207
JOANN ATKINSON S12290 LOWES CREEK RD ELEVA WI 54738-9090
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CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NUMBER: CUP-0009-25    
 
COMPUTER NUMBER:      024-2033-05-000 
 
PUBLIC HEARING DATE:  September 23, 2025 

 
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Hannah Wirth, Land Use Technician 
     
OWNER:  3B Holdings LLC, 2821 Beverly Hills Dr, Eau Claire, WI 54701 
 
AGENT: Seth Miller, 4823 Club House Ln, Eau Claire, WI 54703  
 
REQUEST: Convert an existing single-family dwelling to a two-family dwelling 
 
LOCATION:   2821 Beverly Hills Dr, Eau Claire, WI 54701 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 3, Block 7, Pitt’s Third Addition, Section 27, Township 27 North, Range 

9 West, Town of Washington, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin. 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The request is for a conditional use permit to convert an existing single-family dwelling into a two-family 
dwelling. The existing structure will be modified to split the dwelling into two separate living spaces. The 
property is currently zoned R-L which allows two-family dwellings as a conditional use. If approved the 
property owner will obtain a building permit to ensure all structure modifications also conform to the 
uniform dwelling code (state building code).

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The request is for a conditional use permit to convert an existing single-family dwelling into a two-family 
dwelling. The existing structure will be modified to split the dwelling into two separate living spaces. The 
property is currently zoned R-L which allows two family dwellings as a conditional use. If approved the 
property owner will obtain a building permit to ensure all structure modifications also conform to the 
uniform dwelling code (state building code). The intent is to use the two-family dwelling as an adult 
family home which is an outright permitted use in the R-L zoning district.  
 
The application materials include site map and a floor-plan sketch of the proposed conversion to a two-
family residence. 
 
SITE CHARACTERISTICS: 

• The lot size is approximately 0.259 acres.    
• The lot is in the Town of Washington in close proximity to the City of Eau Claire. 
   

 
CURRENT ZONING: R-L Residential-Large Lot. The R-L zoning district is established to provide an 
area for suburban, large lot development on public sewer and water systems or where public facilities 
may be feasibly extended. 
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ADJACENT ZONING & LAND USES:  

 ZONING LAND USE 
North RL Residential Two-Family  
West RL Residential Two-Family 
South RL Residential Single-Family 
East RL Residential Single-Family 

 
LAND USE PLANS: The County Land Use Plan and Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan include 
this property in an urban mixed use planning area.  
 
Urban Mixed Use (UM)  
Intent and Description: The primary intent of this classification is to identify areas suitable for a broader 
range of commercial, institutional, recreational, and residential uses, which might be served by public 
services within the next 20 years. This classification is reserved for those areas that are immediately 
adjacent to the Cities of Eau Claire and Altoona. Land within the classification includes retail businesses 
and pre‐existing higher density residential developments. The existing land use pattern, transportation 
infrastructure, and availability of sanitary sewer make these areas suitable for mixed‐use neighborhoods 
with higher density residential development than what is permitted under the Rural Residential 
classification. Higher density development within these areas can require the use of public sanitary 
sewer or group septic systems. Areas included in UM could potentially represent prime candidates for 
“receiving areas” under a county-wide Transfer of Development Rights program. 
 
APPLICABLE ZONING REGULATIONS 
 
Section 18.02 Purpose This section describes the purpose of the zoning code. Generally, the purpose 
of the zoning ordinance is as follows: to separate incompatible land uses from one another; to maintain 
public health and safety; to protect and conserve natural resources; to prevent overcrowding; to 
preserve property values; and to maintain the general welfare of the citizens. 
 
Section 18.20.010 Purpose. The R-L Residential-Large Lot district is established to provide an area for 
suburban, large lot development on public sewer and water systems or where public facilities may be 
feasibly extended. 
 
Chapter 18.103 Conditional Uses.  Standards for approval of conditional uses: 1) the use must be in 
conformance with the purpose of the zoning district it is located in; 2) the use will not be injurious to the 
use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity; 3) adequate utilities, access, drainage and 
other necessary facilities have been or are provided; 4) adequate off-street parking is provided; 5) 
adequate measures have been taken to prevent or control offensive odors, fumes, dust, noise and 
vibration so these will not constitute a nuisance, and lighting is controlled so that it does not result in 
disturbance to neighboring properties; 6) soil conditions are adequate to support the use; 7) access does 
not pose traffic congestion or hazards. 
 

Chapter 18.103.070 Conditional Uses. Approval criteria for conditional uses: 1) the use must be in 
conformance with the purpose of the zoning district it is located in; 2) the use will not be injurious to the 
use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity; 3) adequate utilities, access, drainage and 
other necessary facilities have been or are provided; 4) adequate off-street parking is provided; 5) 
adequate measures have been taken to prevent or control offensive odors, fumes, dust, noise and 
vibration so these will not constitute a nuisance, and lighting is controlled so that it does not result in 
disturbance to neighboring properties; 6) soil conditions are adequate to support the use; 7) access does 
not pose traffic congestion or hazards. 
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Chapter 18.33 Use Table. The use table establishes uses permitted within each zoning district, and how 
they are permitted. 
 
 

ANALYSIS: The following is an analysis of the request based upon the standards for approval of 
conditional use permits:  
Standards for approval of conditional uses:  
1) The use must be in conformance with the purpose of the zoning district it is located in; two-family 
dwellings are allowed as a conditional use in the R-L zoning district. 
2) The use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity; 
There doesn’t appear to be negative impacts on neighboring property owners. There are several two 
and multifamily dwellings in the area. The structure is existing and the exterior appearance will not 
change. 
3) Adequate utilities, access, drainage and other necessary facilities have been or are provided; The 
Health Department will ensure the existing utilities are adequate, or the necessary improvements are 
made. 
4) Adequate off-street parking is provided; Off-street parking is available on improved surfaces or within 
the garage. The number of parking spaces satisfies the code language. 
5) Adequate measures have been taken to prevent or control offensive odors, fumes, dust, noise and 
vibration so these will not constitute a nuisance, and lighting is controlled so that it does not result in 
disturbance to neighboring properties; Beyond typical remodeling noises there should be no issue. 
6) Soil conditions are adequate to support the use; it appears the soils are adequate to support the use. 
7) Access does not pose traffic congestion or hazards; the site has off-street parking areas available, 
and there is an existing entrance that will continue to be used. 
  
TOWN BOARD ACTION: The Town of Washinton Board will consider this conditional use permit 
request September 18, 2025.       
 
STAFF CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION: Staff has concluded that the proposed two-family 
dwelling is consistent with the purpose of the zoning code, consistent with the standards for conditional 
use permits, adheres to applicable zoning regulations, and adheres to 2017 Wisconsin Act 67 and Wis. 
Stat. 59.69(5e). 
 
Staff recommends that the committee approve the conditional use permit with the following conditions: 
 

1. The conditional use permit is for a two-family dwelling. The site plan, and the narrative shall be 
attached to and made part of the permit. Any updates/corrections shall be submitted to the 
department within 30 days of approval of the conditional use permit. 

2. Parking shall meet the requirements of Chapter 18.77. There shall be a minimum of three off-
street parking spaces. 

3. Building permits must be applied for and issued for the structure modification. 
4. Property shall comply with all applicable laws and regulations including, but not limited to, land 

use, building, erosion control, and sanitary provisions. 
5. Uses authorized under this conditional use permit shall be limited to the two-family dwelling 

proposed in the application. However, future changes shall require approval from the Land Use 
Manager and may require approval by the committee at a public hearing. 

6. The owner shall allow staff from the Eau Claire County Department of Planning and 
Development to enter the property at reasonable times to inspect the premises for compliance 
with the conditions of this permit. 

7. The maximum number of adults in a Community Living Arrangement shall not exceed 8 adults 
per lot. 
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8. The permit is subject to Sections 18.21.080 to 18.21.100 of the Zoning Code. These provisions 
establish when a conditional use permit lapses, the conditions under which it can be revoked, 
and when a conditional use permit expires due to the abandonment of a use.. 
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FirstName LastName Address City State Zip
CHARLES HELFENSTEIN 4227 CUMMINGS AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-2311
HILDA ALMENDAREZ-CASTRO 4310 AUGUSTINE AVE WESTON WI 54476-2721
SHAWN R & AMY H STANDIFORD 2913 BLAKELEY AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-7543
KATHY HAMMER 1341 BROADWAY DR SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590-8915
 ALANO CLUB 12 2926 POMONA DR EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6846
 EAU CLAIRE PLAZA LLC 14575 GRAND AVE BURNSVILLE MN 55306-5722
 BROOKSIDE HOMES LLC 715 S BARSTOW ST APT 208 EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-4886
JOAN BURGESS 2400 HILLS MILLER RD DELAWARE OH 43015-8532
KELLY STEINMETZ 6000 WILD ROSE LN EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-8973
 SB RENTALS OF EAU CLAIRE LLC 2809 E HAMILTON AVE #323 EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6863
MARLO ERICKSON 3206 ANRIC DR EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-5082
WILLIAM J & DONA O HAMILTON 3012 POMONA DR EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6847
ANDREW SCHWENNSEN 3018 POMONA DR EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6847
 HENRY VIII LLC 1316 FAIRFAX ST STE 101 EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-3406
KATHLEEN OTOYA 2612 BLAKELEY AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6728
SAMUEL J STEINMETZ REV TRUST 927 LORING ST STE 2 ALTOONA WI 54720-1195
JACKSON E SCHWARTZ 2411 SKEELS AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-7572
 DENNIS D FOSTER FAMILY TRUST S 3945 OAK KNOLL RD FALL CREEK WI 54742-4410
WAYNE HAMLER 124 GREY FRIAR LN EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-7183
JOSEPH A & LISA A CIULLA 2613 BLAKELEY AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6772
BRIAN STEINMETZ 4019 CLAY ST EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-8177
 CAG INCOME TRUST 2913 BEVERLY HILLS DR EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-7541
JOSHUA WENZEL 2918 BLAKELEY AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-7542
SHARON BOHL 2917 BEVERLY HILLS DR EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-7541
MICHAEL M & PAULETTE A MAGUR 6010 WHITE OWL LN EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-4489
BENJAMIN L & JAMIE L GANSKE 3311 W COUNTRY CLUB LN ALTOONA WI 54720-1013
MARILYN DUERST 955 W RIVER DR NEW RICHMOND WI 54017-1450
JOHN KAZMIERCZAK 2720 BLAKELEY AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6817
MEGAN B PROSEK 2411 HENRY AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6859
LARRY A VOLD 2549 OAKLAND AVE INDIANA PA 15701-3295
JEFF A & TINA W WOLFGRAM 3920 E HAMILTON AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-8106
PEGGY (KLIKA) SCHREINER 58 MEADOWLARK LN HUDSON WI 54016-7797
DIANE FEILS 2836 STORER VALLEY RD HOUSTON MN 55943-8264
HAROLD JOHNSON 1755 30TH AVE RICE LAKE WI 54868-9368
 SCHWARTZ HOMES LLC 1119 REGIS CT STE 200 EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-4465 Page 78



 HILL OXFORD COMMERCIAL LLC 901 W JACKSON BLVD STE 501 CHICAGO IL 60607-3798
YVONNE BOETTCHER 2726 BLAKELEY AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6817
LOGAN SKOUG 2714 BLAKELEY AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6817
TRENT M & RACHEL A JOHNSON 2704 BLAKELEY AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6817
 NIEVES REAL ESTATE LLC PO BOX 2031 EAU CLAIRE WI 54702-2031
ANGELA MEIER 2909 FAIRFAX ST EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-7559
RYAN ADDIS 2919 FAIRFAX ST EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-7559
MICHAEL BENRUD 3311 GOLF RD EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-8017
JESSICA RAINE S9235 LOWES CREEK RD ELEVA WI 54738-9038
GEOFFREY GOODLAND 2620 FAIRWAY DR STE 1 ALTOONA WI 54720-1807
JOSEPH FELIX 510 E MACARTHUR AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6443
ROBERT WALSKE 3020 BEVERLY HILLS DR EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-5821
 RED SEA REALTY LLC 1425 PARK AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-4818
STEVEN SMASAL 3119 MAY ST EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6590
PAFOUA YANG 1802 CHUMAS DR EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-7736
JULIE PALOMAKI 2705 BLAKELEY AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6818
JOSHUA W & EMILY K ARNESON 2711 BLAKELEY AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6818
JODI MATTICE 2717 BLAKELEY AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6818
 EAU CLAIRE COUNTY HOUSING AUTHORITY 227 1ST ST W ALTOONA WI 54720-1673
THOMAS BISHOP 2324 CORONA AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-7554
ROBERT C & BRENDA L HOADE 2710 POMONA DR EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6843
KA VANG 2613 HENRY AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6827
 PATHOS DUPLEX LLC 2616 E LEXINGTON BLVD EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-3209
 STAR PLAZA LLC 2822 LONDON RD EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6830
CHAD HONL 2804 POMONA DR EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-6845
PRISCILLA SMITH 16 LARAMIE RD GREENBRIER AR 72058-9790
PAO VANG 11547 46TH AVE CHIPPEWA FALLS WI 54729-6762
 GRAYHAM PROPERTY MANAGEMENT LLC 3540 JEFFERS RD EAU CLAIRE WI 54703-4416
JERRY A & SUEANNE C BOETTCHER 2510 SKEELS AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-7573
JOHN M & JENNIFER J PANZIGRAU 3718 GOLD RIDGE RD EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-5616
 TRAUT PROPERTIES LLC 3613 MAYWOOD DR EAU CLAIRE WI 54703-1481
STANLEY LARSON 1120 GLEN DR ALTOONA WI 54720-2545
JASON SEIPEL 2812 BLAKELEY AVE EAU CLAIRE WI 54701-2802
THOMAS BESCHTA PO BOX 611 MERCER WI 54547-0611
 BAGWOLFF2 LLC E 4730 INTERLACHEN BLVD ELEVA WI 54738-9426
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EAU CLAIRE COUNTY, WI 
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April 2023 – June 2025 

Thank you to our partners: 
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Project Summary 
 Eau Claire County was awarded $50,150 through the USDA Comprehensive Food Waste 
Reduction program to implement a 2-year project focused on diverting food waste from landfills. This 
project focused on 4 goals for implementation and capacity building to create long term food waste 
diversion initiatives within the community.  

 Focus Areas: 
1. Education – Create community awareness around food waste and the impact of 

composting.  
2. Food waste diversion in schools – Create capacity within schools to implement 

composting during mealtimes.  
3. Supplying compost to the community – Increase amount of compost being distributed to 

the community.  
4. Increase adoption of residential composting – Increase the number of residents who 

compost at home or through a curbside service.  

As a result of this 2-year project 556,470 pounds of food waste have been diverted from the landfill, 
68,800 pounds of compost donated, and 1,720 homes have adopted composting as a household 
practice. This report will go into greater detail of how these focus areas were implemented and their 
overall impact.  

In the Media 
1. ECASD elementary students tackle composting through an Eau Claire County Project 
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXAm-6xnuSg  
3. Eau Claire County holding compost bin sale | Eye On Eau Claire | wqow.com 
4. Eau Claire elementary students visit Earthbound Environmental to get their hands on 

composting | Eye On Eau Claire | wqow.com 
5. Wisconsin Episode 148 of The K-12 Food Rescue Podcast  
6. Eau Claire Wisconsin School Food Waste Solution Leader Paul Tolar by K-12 Food Rescue: A 

Food Waste Solution Podcast 
7. Students prepare for composting at Putnam Heights Elementary 
8. How to compost video for students  
9. ECASD Food Waste Diversion Examples 
10. Waste to revenue stream – free compost distribution! 

Education 
 The foundation of successful programming relies on educating members of the public and our 
sub-award recipients on the benefits of composting and reducing food waste. Eau Claire County staff 
facilitated several community education opportunities for the public including tabling at well attended 
community events, providing presentations to larger groups, and providing resources to schools and 
community organizations on best practices for implementing composting within their organization. 
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https://www.weau.com/2024/02/22/ecasd-elementary-students-tackle-composting-through-an-eau-claire-county-project/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXAm-6xnuSg
https://www.wqow.com/eye-on-eau-claire/eau-claire-county-holding-compost-bin-sale/article_0ac50254-d847-11ef-ab50-cfca01f17ba1.html
https://www.wqow.com/eye-on-eau-claire/eau-claire-elementary-students-visit-earthbound-environmental-to-get-their-hands-on-composting/article_f758ee87-455a-48ba-b50f-766601842823.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawLKRUpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETE4UnNTMHBPZkIyaTZLMVBBAR6J3VUxy9O1I-d_rKvhe7wGq0k_-CYaeREvf3DLUUWzH-kLSWCvM_H73YRQnQ_aem_ioGObjM2Fda_RI_iUZKXTQ
https://www.wqow.com/eye-on-eau-claire/eau-claire-elementary-students-visit-earthbound-environmental-to-get-their-hands-on-composting/article_f758ee87-455a-48ba-b50f-766601842823.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawLKRUpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETE4UnNTMHBPZkIyaTZLMVBBAR6J3VUxy9O1I-d_rKvhe7wGq0k_-CYaeREvf3DLUUWzH-kLSWCvM_H73YRQnQ_aem_ioGObjM2Fda_RI_iUZKXTQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foodrescue.net%2Fblog%2Fepisode-148-of-the-k-12-food-rescue-podcast%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExUk1PNnk0R01STGNFcDJXbgEe-JR6CVc804qdPIvE8gSkEDxEYLRCs8IpqPsIcAbC1zcPCOStBry5No3OUmY_aem_GAz7PVGvI1-B_e7bqnDeNQ&h=AT1PRbYa1h7jX_R4ht7125WIuslBg57vu02KOIrU-m9Tm89jFUtUa_sj7O91hgX4oSa1qwYQEA7OGH97fy5Drqyvy2HrRRu5tkymChXLQJqNFlrUAZQmcJT9I7A9j1HaYAdBboqb8JROrQ&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1tkS1wZzicIcUCbFasF-cjKBttB2_k24y27GwSuTTvi8xPt7vjMcK_5oAaaVsvEJwLOFGKlgGb4auNjTNyUNijigWDLHaPOD5tFutgTXPbYchlHwWdkYID7Bl-6pitS7G4FtbSHOHJdtladra3eOwcsMGdzlpf4tdKJFOa0x49vrR8bRMYEp_gIDWG2xAcsqEfNmn3tOBsWlVMP6rVwfY1x_pdDyI6zjW9inb2QDHp9LMSP3uc
https://creators.spotify.com/pod/profile/k12foodrescue/episodes/Eau-Claire-Wisconsin-School-Food-Waste-Solution-Leader-Paul-Tolar-e2qb8no
https://creators.spotify.com/pod/profile/k12foodrescue/episodes/Eau-Claire-Wisconsin-School-Food-Waste-Solution-Leader-Paul-Tolar-e2qb8no
https://www.weau.com/2024/12/05/students-prepare-composting-putnam-heights-elementary/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1SA1VMHXAt/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/2edAu13qiLE
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/XxqRRrToQ_4


Links 4 and 8 demonstrate some of the ways we provided education directly to schools outside of our 
support during the waste audits which will be discussed later in this report. Grant funding allowed us to 
hire 3 interns over the course of the 2-year project period to assist us with the education and outreach 
efforts associated with the project. The interns’ activities ranged from developing presentations, tabling 
at community events, creating social media posts, design of the annual Beaver Creek Recycler 
Newsletter, and assisting with the waste audits at the schools. As a result of these educational efforts, 
we were able to engage with the community at 6 community events, achieve 119,720 impressions 
through our Food Waste Friday social media campaign, and distribute over 90,000 copies of our Beaver 
Creek Recycler newsletter to the community which included composting and food waste diversion 
information for residents as well as advertise the subsidized Home Composter sale. This newsletter 
was translated into Spanish and Hmong then provided on the county website digitally.  

  

  

Youth Leadership students 
play waste sorting relay race. 

Tabling at Sounds Like Summer 
event with waste sorting game. 

Community presentation on 
how they can divert waste from 

the landfill. 

Intern teaching community 
members about waste sorting 

at Earth Week Open House 
event.

Compost page from Beaver Creek Recycler and translated versions. 
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Food Waste Diversion in Schools 
 Eau Claire County developed the Schools Fight Food Waste grant program for any school within 
Eau Claire County to receive up to $1,000 to divert food waste by composting, adding share tables, or to 
purchase educational materials about food waste and composting. The County awarded 12-$1,000 
grants to schools within the Eau Claire Area School District to implement composting during mealtimes. 
Eau Claire County in partnership with the JONAH Environmental Taskforce provided support during the 
first week of composting at each school by presenting to students and staff about the initiative and 
teaching them how to compost properly within the school setting. Volunteers then were present at 
mealtimes each day assisting students with sorting their trays, answering questions from staff, and 
conducting waste audits to determine the total amount of waste being diverted by composting. County 
staff also met with staff at each school prior to implementation to discuss unique school 
considerations to ensure smooth implementation. 

 Additional funds were able to be reallocated within the grant budget to provide students with 
the opportunity to take a field trip to the compost processor, Earthbound Environmental Services, 
facility to see how the food waste leaving their lunchrooms is processed into the soil that will return to 
school gardens. See Link 4 for news coverage on the field trip.  

 Through this process the County was able to develop several resources that will be utilized 
beyond the scope of the grant.  

• A “How to Conduct a Waste Audit” Guide for schools that can be used in a classroom 
setting or during mealtimes.  

• The “How to Compost” video (Link 8 under “In the Media”) 
• Comprehensive Waste Audit reports for the school district outline lessons learned, best 

practices, and potential next steps to further reduce food waste. (attached at the end of 
the report) 

• Signage for waste containers in the lunchrooms that are visual for young children and 
translated into Hmong and Spanish for ESL students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sample of signs provided to schools. 
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The waste audit results estimate that collectively the 12 schools who received funding through the grant 
program are diverting an average of 4,000 pounds per week. During the project period 4,190 students 
began composting during mealtimes. This in combination with the 4 schools that previously were 
composting results in 67% of students in the district composting by the end of the project period.  

 As a result of this program the Eau Claire Area School District has committed to adopt composting in 
the remaining 4 schools in the 2025-2026 school year. While the funding has expired the County and the 
JONAH Environmental Taskforce will continue to provide support during implementation at the 
remaining schools. Several schools are also testing out the implementation of share tables to reduce 
the waste that comes from unopen packaged foods. The USDA grant funding exponentially increased 
the rate and capacity to adopt compost within the school district.  

Supplying Compost to the Community 
 Eau Claire County has one curbside compost service provider in the community. While their 
operation has grown substantially during their 10 years in business one obstacle was the ability to 
effectively screen compost and distribute the finished product to their subscribers and throughout the 
community. The grant funding allowed the County to contract with Earthbound Environmental Services 
to rent a trommel screener to process finished compost. This finished compost was then distributed to 
subscribers, community gardens, school gardens, and other community organizations. View Link 10. 
This portion of the project has resulted in the donation of 68,800 pounds of compost to residents, 

Staff assist students with 
sorting ther lunch trays.

Volunteers and school staff 
help students sort their 

tray. 

Students and Earthbound 
Environmental staff during 

field trip.

Students at Compost 
Creation Station during 

field trip. 

Example waste sorting 
station at elementary 

school.
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schools, and organizations within the community. 

 

Increasing adoption of residential composting 
 The final component of the project was to increase the number of residents composting at 
home or through curbside composting. The county partnered with Recycling Connections to host a 
community sale of the Home Composter which are only available through a local government sale. 
Using grant funding the county subsidized $35 of the cost of the bin, cutting the purchase price for 
residents in half. This was received so well by the community we sold the 300 bins we anticipated 
selling over the 2-year project in one week! We then were able to reallocate unused grant dollars to host 
another subsidized compost bin sale. Over the course of the project, we sold over 500 compost bins to 
residents within Eau Claire County, and we continue to get residents calling throughout the year to be 
placed on a waitlist for future sales. During the project period 
Earthbound Environmental also increased their residential 
curbside composting participants by over 1,200.  

What’s Next? 
 This project has fueled an ongoing conversation in the 
community about how we can prevent food waste. Eau Claire 
County is pursuing additional grant funding to continue the 
momentum in the community. If awarded the funding we are 
hoping to pilot rural compost drop-off sites, a bucket curbside 
composting pilot, and community led waste reduction projects 
to develop long lasting projects that will continue to prevent and 
divert waste from the landfill.  

Finshed compost prior to 
screening. 

Trommel screening out 
debris from finished 

compost. 

Earthbound Environmental 
staff in front of buckets of 

compost ready to be 
distributed in the community. 

Students applying finished 
compost to school gardens. 

Compost bins ready to be picked up by residents 
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Planning and Development

August 2025

Planning

Vendor Amount Description Line Item#

WRPLA 140.00          2025 Annual Meeting Registation 100-15-56920-340-000
Digicopy 12.00            July Digicopy 100-15-56920-313-000
Voyager 31.90            July Fuel 100-15-56920-330-000
Amazon (Pcard) 50.19            Labels & Folders 100-15-56920-310-000
APG (Pcard) 261.30          Annual Digital Subscription 100-15-56920-320-000

Resurvey

Vendor Amount Description Line Item#

Emergency Management

Vendor Amount Description Line Item#

WEMA 400.00          WEMA Conference Registration 100-15-52924-340-000
ECC Highway 88.85            Fixing Command Trailer 100-15-52924-200-725
ECC Highway 81.58            Moving Command Trailer 100-15-52924-200-725

Recycling

Vendor Amount Description Line Item#

WRR 21,368.39     July Clean Sweep 211-15-53636-200-745
First Choice 3,845.41       July Batteries & Electronics 211-15-53636-309-745
Harter's Expert Disposal 6,032.46       July Curbside 211-15-53635-201-000
Town of Wilson 120.00          July Recycling Attendant 211-15-53635-208-000
Village of Fairchild 122.40          June Recycling Attendant 211-15-53635-208-000
Waste Management 41,603.30     July Curbside 211-15-53635-201-000

Land Conservation

Vendor Amount Description Line Item#

GRAEF 11,305.75     Stormwater Contracted Services 100-15-56922-200-000
Hart Farms 486.00          2025 NMFE 207-15-56924-200-708
James Stensen 700.00          2025 NMFE 207-15-56924-200-708
Darren/Lisa Vetsch 202.00          2025 NMFE Stipend/Soil Testing 207-15-56924-200-708
GRAEF 2,354.50       Stormwater Contracted Services 100-15-56922-200-000
Mark Schlimgen 400.00          WA-25-03 207-15-56924-390-703
Voyager 55.61            July Fuel 100-15-56920-330-000
Home Depot (Pcard) 395.00          Rain Barrels 207-15-56922-340-000
U Of M (Pcard) 199.00          Training 100-15-56920-340-000
RTK Mobile (Pcard) 30.00            GPS Data

Division Totals

Planning 495.39          
Resurvey - 
Emergency Management 570.43          
Recycling 73,091.96     
Land Conservation 16,127.86     
Total 90,285.64     

The following bills were sent to the Finance Department for payment:
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