
Prepared by: Heidi Pederson 

PLEASE NOTE:  Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities through sign language, interpreters, remote access, or other auxiliary 
aids.  Contact the clerk of the committee or Administration for assistance (715-839-5106). For additional information on ADA requests, contact the County ADA Coordinator at 839-7335, 
 (FAX) 839-1669 or 839-4735, TTY: use Relay (711) or by writing to the ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, Eau Claire County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Avenue, Eau Claire, WI 54703. 

Committee on Planning & Development 
AGENDA 

July 8, 2025 
6:00 P.M. 

Courthouse – Room 1277 
721 Oxford Ave, Eau Claire, WI 

Join by Phone:  Join by Meeting Number: 
Dial in Number: 1-415-655-0001                Meeting Number: 2530 272 7041 
Access Code: 2530 272 7041## Meeting Password: JuQk7R3y2Hy 

Join from Meeting Link: 

https://eauclairecounty.webex.com/eauclairecounty/j.php?MTID=mdbdbbe31f38e6873e33b30de0e9c0662 

1. Call to Order and confirmation of meeting notice

2. Roll Call

3. Public Comment

4. Review/Approval of June 10, 2025 Meeting Minutes / Discussion – Action  Pages 2-3

5. Committee Review– To allow a lot to exceed the 4:1 depth to width ratio, Section 2, T27N, R6W, Town of 
Wilson, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin. (Thomas Anderson/Mark Ploederer) / Discussion – Action  Pages 4-11

6. Proposed Resolution: File No. 25-26/035 to designate the Farmland Preservation Plan Update Steering 
Committee as a special committee and to add a county board supervisor to the Farmland Preservation Plan Update 
Steering Committee pursuant to Eau Claire County Code section 2.04.150 / Discussion – Action  Pages 12-13

7. Review of May bills / Discussion  Page 14

8. Proposed Future Agenda Items

a. Next scheduled meeting July 22, 2025

9. Director’s Update

10. Announcements

11. Adjourn
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MINUTES 
Eau Claire County 

• PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE • 

Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2025 
Time: 6:00 p.m. 

Location: Eau Claire County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Ave, Room 1277, Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54703 
 

Members Present: Dane Zook, James Dunning, Robin Leary (remote), Michele Skinner (remote), Caleb Aichele 
(remote) 
Members Absent:  
Ex officio Present:  
Staff Present: Rod Eslinger, Chad Berge 
 
Call to Order and confirmation of meeting notice 
Chair Zook called the meeting to order at 6:04 pm and confirmed the meeting notice with Director Eslinger. 
 
Roll Call:  
Director Eslinger called the roll.  The members that were present are noted above. 
 
Public Comment:  
None 
 
Review/Approval of May 27, 2025, Meeting Minutes 
Motion by James Dunning to approve the May 27, 2025, committee meeting.  Motion carried on a voice vote: 5-
0-0. 
 
2026 Budget Guidelines 
Director Eslinger reviewed the administrator’s guidelines with the committee.   
 
Planning and Development Strategic Plan (2025-2026) 
The Eau Claire County Strategic Plan final report was reviewed with the committee that outlined the county 
board’s three priority focus areas for the next three years, which departments are required to incorporate into 
their strategic pathways.  Eslinger presented a draft outline of the department’s strategic pathway, which 
consists of department action plan and evidence-based planning.  The outline covered the department’s seven 
programs.  He highlighted the land conservation division and the importance of having the environmental 
engineer position filled as the program is potentially missing to fulfill other programming opportunities.  
 
2026 Fees 
The committee supportive fee increases to ensure the administrative costs are covered.  Staff will review all P&D 
fees and suggest changes for the committee to consider at an upcoming meeting.  Eslinger also noted the county 
has no budget for zoning enforcement matters, which limits the department’s ability to gain compliance with 
written orders.  He will work with corporation counsel regarding requesting citation fees from the courts to help 
fund clean up of zoning enforcement.    

Proposed Future Agenda Items  
The committee cancelled the June 24th regularly scheduled meeting due to lack of business.  
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Director’s Update 
An update on the recruitment process for the administrative specialist position was provided to the committee.    
 
Announcements  
No other announcements.  
 
Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned by unanimous consent at 7:10 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  

 
 
 
 

Rodney Eslinger 
Clerk, Committee on Planning & Development 
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REPORT:  
 
TO: COMMITTEE ON PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
FROM:  Ben Bublitz, Land Use Manager 
 
DATE: July 3, 2025 
 
RE: Request to exceed the 4:1 depth to width ratio of a new lot.         
 
Mark Ploederer, agent, has submitted a request on behalf of his client to exceed the 4:1 depth to width 
ratio requirement. The proposal lot is part of Section 2, T27N, R6W, Town of Wilson, Eau Claire County, 
Wisconsin. The property is unzoned.  
 
This map is being presented to the committee since county code requires new lots to meet or fall below 
the 4:1 depth to width ratio. The proposed ratio is 6.18:4 with the lot being 200 feet wide at the road 
and 1,236 feet in length. The illustration labeled Image 1 depicts the lot layout meeting county code 
while the illustration labeled image 2 depicts the proposed layout. The application points out that image 
1 would create a landlocked parcel that would be required to be mapped as an outlot or transferred to 
an adjoining landowner. Staff understands that neighboring property owners are not interested in 
acquiring the 200 x 636 foot lot, so if not approved this would likely need to be mapped as an outlot. It’s 
also important to note the soil report that was submitted with the application, since the soil tester 
located the suitable area for a septic system beyond the 600-foot depth county code typically requires.  
 
Applicable Code Sections: 
 
Section 18.85.010 Purpose. The purpose of this subtitle is to regulate and control the division of land 
within the unincorporated areas of the county in order to: A. promote the public health, safety, 
prosperity, aesthetics, economic well-being, environmental quality, and general welfare of the county; 
and B. implement the policies of the comprehensive plan, land and water resource management plan, 
and farmland preservation plan. 
 
Section 18.87.030.B(5)(b)(ii)(b).  Lots greater than five acres shall not exceed a depth to width ratio of 4:1. 
 
Section 18.86.060 the committee can grant variances to Chapters 18.87, 18.88, and 18.89 of the code.  
The committee must find that there is exceptional or undue hardship in the request; it is not detrimental 
to the public good, and without impairment to the intent and purpose of the code.  The committee must 
consider all the facts and testimony when deliberating this matter.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff has reviewed this request and recommends the committee approve 
the request to exceed the 4:1 depth to width ratio. The following reasons may be used to support the 
request:  
  

Eau Claire County 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 

AND DEVELOPMENT 
Eau Claire County Courthouse - Room 3344 

721 Oxford Avenue 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54703-5212 

(715) 839-4741 

Building Inspection 
839-2944 

 

Emergency Management 
839-4736 

 

Geographical Information Systems 
839-4730 

 

Land Conservation 
839-6226 

 

Land Records 
839-4742 

 

Land Use Management 
839-4743 

 

Planning 
839-5055 

 

Recycling 
839-2756 
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1. The variance is not detrimental to the public good; approving the request will not change the 
current conditions of this property and the available road frontage.   

2. The purpose of the Subdivision Control Code will be upheld.  
3. The location identified as suitable for the septic system is greater than 600 feet from the road 

with the frontage being set at 200 square feet.  
4. The division of land will be approved by Eau Claire County Planning and Development if this 

request is granted, meeting the requirements of the subdivision code.   
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FACT SHEET 
 

TO FILE NO.   25-26/035 
 

File no. 25-26/035 is a resolution to add a county board member to the recently created Farmland 
Preservation Plan Update Steering Committee (FPP Update Committee) pursuant to 
requirements in the Eau Claire County Code of Ordinances.   
 
On May 20, 2025, the Board passed a resolution which was meant to formalize a work group 
whose aim was to help steer the direction of Eau Claire County’s Farmland Preservation Plan 
Update.  A group of 7 Eau Claire County citizens has been meeting and discussing the FPP 
update since December 2023.  Counsel for a current member requested that this group be 
formally organized as a committee by the Board to ensure adequate public process, including 
public notice, open meetings, and record keeping.  There are numerous layers of public notice 
and opportunities for public input at various stages of the FPP adoption process. This allows for 
feedback from known stakeholders in the community in a proactive manner.  
 
The 7 members of the work group have since been appointed by the Board as a result of the 
5/20/25 resolution, File No. 25-26/015.  Said resolution should have identified the FPP Update 
Committee as a “special committee” pursuant to Eau Claire County Code 2.04.150 Rule 15.  The 
Eau Claire County Code requires that a county board member be part of any special committee.  
This resolution is meant to direct compliance with County Code, modifying membership of the 
FPP Update Committee to 8 members, and to identify the FPP Update Committee as a special 
committee.  
 
If the FPP Update Committee is to move forward consistent with County Code, it must be 
designated as a special committee and include one member of the county board.  Then, pursuant 
to Eau Claire County Code Sec. 2.04.150.B, the chair of the county board shall designate a chair 
and vice-chair of the FPP Update Committee.   
 
The next steps in this process remain as outlined in the Fact Sheet from the prior resolution. 
Resolution 25-26/015 and Fact Sheet are attached for reference. 
  

 
Fiscal Impact: It is estimated that there will be minimal committee expenditures for per diem 
and mileage.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Richard Eaton 
Assistant Corporation Counsel  
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Enrolled No.             RESOLUTION                         File No. 25-26/035 1 
 2 
RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE THE FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN UPDATE 3 
STEERING COMMITTEE (FPP UPDATE COMMITTEE) AS A SPECIAL COMMITTEE 4 
AND TO ADD A COUNTY BOARD SUPERVISOR TO THE FARMLAND 5 
PRESERVATION PLAN UPDATE STEERING COMMITTEE PURSUANT TO THE EAU 6 
CLAIRE COUNTY CODE SECTION 2.04.150 7 
 8 
WHEREAS, the Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors passed a resolution, File No. 25-9 
26/015, on May 20, 2025, creating a Farmland Preservation Plan Steering Committee. File No. 10 
25-26/015 did not specify the Committee as a “special” or “select” Committee pursuant to Eau 11 
Claire County Code Sec.  2.04.150 Rule 15; and 12 
 13 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Eau Claire County Code Sec. 2.04.150, the FPP qualifies as a 14 
special committee. Eau Claire County Code 2.04.150 Rule 15 requires that special 15 
committees have at least one member of the County Board; and 16 
 17 
WHEREAS, the members of the Farmland Preservation Update Steering Committee have 18 
already been appointed and approved by the Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors and 19 
shall remain on the FPP Update Committee. An Eau Claire County Board Supervisor must 20 
be appointed to the FPP Update Committee to comply with the Eau Claire Code of 21 
Ordinances. 22 
 23 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to Eau Claire County Code Sec. 24 
2.04.150, the Eau Claire County Board of Supervisors hereby designates the Farmland 25 
Preservation Plan Update Steering Committee as an Eau Claire County Special Committee and 26 
hereby modifies the membership of this special committee to add one Eau Claire County Board 27 
Supervisor to the Farmland Preservation Plan Update Steering Committee. Said County Board 28 
Supervisor shall be appointed by the County Board Chair; and 29 
 30 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all other provisions of File No. 25-26/015 not in conflict with 31 
this resolution shall remain in effect. 32 
 33 
OFFERED BY:  Committee on Planning & Development 34 
                AYE     NAY  ABSTAIN 35 

__________________________________   ☐   ☐       ☐ 36 
Supervisor Dane Zook  37 
 38 
__________________________________   ☐   ☐       ☐ 39 
Supervisor Robin Leary  40 
 41 
__________________________________   ☐   ☐       ☐ 42 
Supervisor Jim Dunning 43 
 44 
__________________________________   ☐   ☐       ☐ 45 
Supervisor Caleb Aichele 46 
 47 
__________________________________   ☐   ☐       ☐ 48 
Supervisor Michele Skinner 49 

Dated this ______ day of ___________, 2025.  ATTEST: ______________________________ 50 
        Rodney Eslinger – Committee Clerk 51 

Resolution 25-26/035  52 
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Planning and Development
May 2025

Planning
Vendor Amount Description Line Item#
Voyager 95.86        April Fuel 100-15-56920-330-000
Amazon (Pcard) 180.40      Office Supplies 100-15-56920-310-000
Staybridge Suites (Pcard) 650.75      Conference Lodging-Matt Michels 100-15-56920-340-000
Matt Michels 94.50        Mileage Expenses 100-15-56920-330-000
APG 52.07        5/13 Public Hearing Notice 100-15-56920-321-000

Resurvey
Vendor Amount Description Line Item#

Emergency Management
Vendor Amount Description Line Item#
Esri (Pcard) 215.75      Subscription 100-15-52927-310-726
Menards (Pcard) 240.20      Active Shooter Grant Supplies 100-15-52927-310-726
Sam's Club (Pcard) 127.68      Active Shooter Grant Supplies 100-15-52927-310-726
Firehouse Subs 680.00      Active Shooter Grant Supplies 100-15-52927-310-726
Disaster Management Systems (Pcard) 66.39        Active Shooter Grant Supplies 100-15-52927-310-726
Office of Learning & Talent Development (Pcard) 100.00      Conference-Val Desio 100-15-52924-340-000
5 Bugle Training & Consulting 17,880.00     Tabletop Exercise/After-Action Report 100-15-52927-200-728
Identisys 214.99      Badging Supplies 100-15-52924-200-725

Recycling
Vendor Amount Description Line Item#
Facebook (Pcard) 21.15        Advertising 211-15-53635-368-000
GFL Environmental 44,434.14     April Curbside 211-15-53635-201-000
GFL Environmental 9,202.42   April Dropsite 211-15-53635-208-000
Johnson Litho Graphics of EC, LTD 15,056.94     Beaver Creek Reserve Recycler 211-15-53635-368-000
Johnson Litho Graphics of EC, LTD 1,500.00   Beaver Creek Reserve Recycler 211-15-53637-310-748
Town of Wilson 150.00      March Recycling Attendant 211-15-53635-208-00
First Choice 3,333.33   April Residential Electronics 211-15-53636-309-745
First Choice 699.52      April Residential Batteries 211-15-53636-309-745
Trash on Trucks 5,577.72   March Curbside 211-15-53635-201-000
Trash on Trucks 5,762.16   April Curbside 211-15-53635-201-000
Waste Management 41,740.04     April Curbside 211-15-53635-201-000
Perla Martinez-Beltran 200.00      Spanish Canva Translation 211-15-53635-368-000
Perla Martinez-Beltran 50.00        Spanish Canva Translation 211-15-53637-200-748
GFL Environmental 44,418.24     May Curbside 211-15-53635-201-000
GFL Environmental 8,382.77   May Dropsite 211-15-53635-208-000
Town of Wilson 120.00      April Recycling Attendant 211-15-53635-208-000

Land Conservation
Vendor Amount Description Line Item#
Voyager 210.67      April Fuel 100-15-56920-330-000
Amazon (Pcard) 25.99        Tree Sale Supplies 100-15-56922-829-701
RTK Mobile (Pcard) 30.00        GPS Data 100-15-56920-226-000
Alan Henning 176.00      2025 NMFE 207-15-56924-200-708
Derek Frank 138.00      2025 NMFE 207-15-56924-200-708
Todd Stanek 410.00      2025 NMFE 207-15-56924-200-708
Paint Creek 840.00      Tree Sale 100-15-56922-829-701
GRAEF 11,191.25     Stormwater Contracted Services 100-15-56922-200-000
Lake Eau Claire 52,067.82     Sediment Removal & Aeration Costs 405-15-57730-829-000
Tina Barone 25.00        Red Osier Dogwood Refund 100-15-46810-000-701
Ruth Kilness 25.00        Red Osier Dogwood Refund 100-15-46810-000-701
Jared Younker 140.00      Tree Sale Refund 100-15-46810-000-701
James Leffel 35.00        Hybrid Poplar Refund 100-15-46810-000-701
Paint Creek Nursery 840.00      White Spruce Order 100-15-56922-829-701

Division Totals
Planning 1,073.58   
Resurvey -     
Emergency Management 19,525.01     
Recycling 180,648.43   
Land Conservation 66,154.73     
Total 267,401.75   

The following bills were sent to the Finance Department for payment:
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